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I’ll N ever F orget

LifeHouse resident Gina and her
partner Jared have committed
to raising their baby together.
LifeHouse Crisis Maternity
Home and AfterCare program
is supporting their endeavor by
assisting the father.
At LifeHouse, when a father
demonstrates the willingness to
care for a mother and his child, the
program’s resources are made
LifeHouse is helping Jared who demonstrated a desire to join resident Gina in parenthood.
available to help and strengthen
the family. LifeHouse believes
When residents leave LifeHouse and enter the
in two parents being involved when it is healthy for
AfterCare program, the whole family unit is supported
the mom and baby. LifeHouse assists fathers with
to nurture the child in the loving protection of a
educational resources, finding employment, couples
healthy family.
counseling and housing.

The L awhorns Stay Home

Corning, and local company Dale’s Roofing, which
provided the free roof.

Patrick Lawhorn is a builder and was a proud member
of the U.S. Navy Seabees, the naval construction force.
Decades later, retired and disabled, he and his wife
Connie needed a new roof and help with home repairs.
They had only weeks to act or their homeowner’s
insurance would be canceled.

Due to the pressing insurance issue, the roof was
installed at the first opportunity and CCSOMO’s
construction staff built the wheelchair ramp, repaired
the gutters and siding, and replaced the home’s smoke
detectors. When the dust settled, the Lawhorns were
able to stay in their own home!

Though they had lived in the home
for 21 years, the Lawhorn’s fixed
income never afforded them to
save for major home repairs, a
frequent problem for seniors.
Since Patrick is wheelchair-bound,
they also needed a ramp.

The Support Coordination for
Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities Program provides
essential ser vices. CCSOMO
Support Coordinator Chelsea
Waters has found that each day
guarantees challenging work that
can make a huge impact. “Our
consumers have so much potential.
Unfortunately, sometimes they fall
through the cracks and become
products of the system. I work hard
to make sure that doesn’t happen,”
Chelsea says.
Chelsea is especially proud of a
teenager she once supported who
was in the custody of Children’s
Division. Her anger was extreme
as she struggled with cognitive
disabilities. As a teenager, she
naturally pushed boundaries to the
point she was a danger to herself
and others, yet Chelsea never lost
faith in her.
It was evident to Chelsea, the teen
needed structure and a place to
feel safe. Chelsea found a 10-day
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CCSOMO Support Coordinator Chelsea Waters visits with a family during the pandemic.

placement in Poplar Bluff that turned
into an 18-month rehabilitation oasis.
In that time, Chelsea helped the
teen with coping skills, underlying
medical issues, and to obtain
effective medication. The result
was “a complete 180. You wouldn’t
recognize her had you known her
prior crisis placement,” Chelsea
says.
The teen continued to improve and
her family was trained to manage
her cognitive disabilities. Then one
day, she was told she was going
home. “I’ll never forget,” Chelsea

says, “She screamed. She literally
picked me off the floor and thanked
me over and over.” Thinking back
on the case, Chelsea realizes all the
teen ever wanted was to go home
and be safe. Once she had that, she
settled down and was happy.
“Last I heard, she is doing great,”
Chelsea says proudly before
remembering one more highlight,
“She doesn’t know this but she
helped me as much as I heIped her.
I will never forget her.”

BE THE ROCK WE BUILD UPON!

To ensure our stories of help and hope can continue,
please donate today.
You may use this form and mail your donation in the envelope included with this newsletter.
 Enclosed is my check made payable to Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri

Fortunately for the Lawhorns,
they heard about a local news
story featuring CCSOMO’s Home
Repair for Low-Income Seniors
Program, the City of Springfield’s
Homeowners Emergency Loan
Program (HELP), and a recent
colloboration with community
partners that included Habitat
for Humanity-Springfield, Owens

 I prefer to donate by credit card. Please charge my __Visa __MC __Discover __AmEx
 Contact me about planned giving / Giving Society opportunities.

November 2020

YES, I want to help our neighbors in need. Here is my gift of $ __________.

Name________________________________________________________ Phone _______________________
Address ________________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________
Credit Card # __________________________________________________________Exp Date ____________
Security Code (on back) ____________ Signature ___________________________________________________
The Lawhorns watch a miracle in progress.
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Thank you for your donation!

amantha was six months
pregnant, at risk of eviction,
and unemploye d w hen she
arrived at CCSOMO. She says,
“I had it beaten in my head, you
don’t ask for help. I raised two
kids basically alone. No one was
there for me.” She needed help.
CCSOMO was able to give it.
Case Manager Brian Har ter
recognized her desire to work and
enrolled her in the Construction
On-The-Job (OJT) Apprentice
Training Program. Part of the
agenc y ’s s o cial enter pr is e ,
Purpose Home Repair &
P l u m b i n g w a s r e c o gn i ze d
recently by Catholic Charities
USA as a national finalist in its
Innovation Challenge.
Tamantha’s dedication, even
while pregnant, stood out. “No
one knew how to hang dry wall.
So I did it,” she says with a laugh,
until her manager put her on light
duty. “He sat me on a bucket to
paint walls and told me not to get
up until I was in labor.”
In the meantime, she developed
job skills, soft social skills, and
earned certifications for work in the
construction industry. The program
also allows participants to build
professional references, which still
help Tamantha to this day.

Tamantha and her Case Manager Brian Harter share a picture memory.

A key feature of the program is the
pairing of workforce development
with case management, which
Tamantha received. It helped her
to identify barriers to long-term
self-sufficiency and helped her
secure permanent housing for her
and her children. Since graduating
from the program two years ago,
she has worked steadily and been
able to maintain her housing.

“A lot of people don’t understand
what it means to be degraded.
My family, since I was little, has
degraded me, saying I’m not
worth anything,” she says, wiping
a tear from her eye.
“Now, I feel like I can do anything
and I’m on top of the world. With
Catholic Charities, they show you
can you can do more than anyone
has ever told you.”

Tamantha says some of the
greatest gifts from CCSOMO were T h ank s to o ur s up p o r te r s ,
CCSOMO helps people achieve
gaining her personal dignity and
more than they thought possible.
confidence.
Reaching Out. Providing Hope. Changing Lives.
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Catholic Charities of
Southern Missouri, founded in
2009, is a faith-based
nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
organization, dedicated to
serving our neighbors in need
regardless of religious belief,
race, age or ethnicity.

417.720.4213
www.ccsomo.org
info@ccsomo.org
Our Mission
Motivated by the love of
Christ, we seek to improve
the lives of the vulnerable
by providing quality,
compassionate social
services which meet
local needs.
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A message from
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r M a u r a Ta y l o r
These are challenging times for all of us. So many
in our communities are struggling as a result of this
pandemic. Catholic Charities phones are constantly
ringing with calls from individuals and families who
have never sought help before. Many have lost their
jobs, businesses, or had a reduction in their hours
and are unable to pay their rent, utilities, or mortgage.
Many are facing tough choices, whether to pay rent
or put food on the table. Our ministry continues as
Catholic Charities coworkers help homeless veterans
and families find housing; provide safe shelter and
services for homeless pregnant women; assist families
struggling to pay rent; and complete needed home repairs to keep our seniors and
low-income households safe.

Visit smile.amazon.com and search for us.
Amazon will donate to CCSOMO with each
purchase you make.

Veteran James Taylor had what
he calls “a good life.” He was a
U.S. Postal worker, had a home,
a wife, and children. Then one
evening, “I got ants in my pants,”
he says, “I don’t have a lot of
friends. I went out with someone
I thought was a friend, for a beer.”
That decision turned James’
world upside down.
Dinner for Life drew a charitable crowd of supporters.

Dinner for Life celebrates success and life.

Peace and Blessings, Maura

Loving God

Strengthen us
when we feel discouraged
or overwhelmed.

Help us
to focus on what we have
not on what is removed or
changed.

Embrace us
so that we know your loving
presence
within us and among us.

C atholic C harities

of

Disaster Preparedness,
Response & Long-term
Recovery Services
Homeless & Homelessness
Prevention Services
Home Repair & Rebuilding
for Disaster Survivors,
Low-Income Clients,
Seniors, Veterans, & the
Developmentally Disabled

231 Main St.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
573.335.0905

205 W. Malone, Ste. B • POB 662
Sikeston, MO 63801
573.481.0659

403 E. 4th St.
Joplin, MO 64801
417.624.3790

424 E. Monastery St.
Springfield, MO 65807
417.720.4213

Satellite office in Poplar Bluff
573.368.0914

511 Main St. • POB 681
Van Buren, MO 63965
573.323.4044

Amen

S outhern M issouri P rograms & S ervices
Support Services for Veteran
Families (SSVF)

5 regnancy & Parenting
P
Support Services (Healthy
Moms, Healthy Babies)

5 olunteer Income Tax (VITA)
V
Preparation Assistance

5Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP)
Application & Enrollment
Assistance

Housing & Financial Counseling
(HUD-certified)

Walk with us
as we bring your love
and carry your light
into our world.

LifeHouse Crisis Maternity
Home & AfterCare Program

S5 upport Coordination for
Intellectual & Developmental
Disabilities

5Workforce Development
(Construction On-the-Job
Training & Apprenticeship)
Consumer Credit Counseling
Service of the Ozarks, Inc.
Purpose Home Repair and
Plumbing (social enterprise)

Editor & Director of Photography · John Farmer de la Torre
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Friends Like These

Please pray for our ministry and the vulnerable we serve. During the upcoming holiday
season, we hope and pray that you and your families remain safe and healthy.

WE BRING YOUR LOVE

Get help from Consumer Credit Counseling Service of the Ozarks

The Knights of Columbus used golf to bring everyone together.

roadkill & RosÉ is a crowd pleaser again.

S o c i all y D i s tan c e d
Yet S till S ocial

over $10,000 for the mothers and babies of LifeHouse.
The 2nd Annual Roadkill & Rosé was held in downtown
Cape Girardeau on Saturday, October 10th. This wild game
feast and craft beverage event was once again a success
for both CCSOMO and the vendors showcasing their talents
with a wild game twist. This year’s People’s Choice winners
were Mary Jane’s Bourbon & BBQ in the food category
and Main Street Station in the beverage category.

CCSOMO continues to raise funds in a variety of ways in
order to meet critical needs across southern Missouri.
This fall we have been blessed to host several events
that not only raised funds but allowed us to share the
stories of CCSOMO both in person and virtually. Dinner
for Life was held at the Glendalough Convention Center
in Springfield on Friday, September 11th. The event raised
over $230,000 for CCSOMO’s LifeHouse Crisis Maternity
Home. The event offered a limited capacity, in-person
option and a virtual option for guests to attend online.

We are excited to have several events coming up!
Additional details on the events below will be available
at www.ccsomo.org!
November 22, 2020 – CCSOMO Second Collection
Across the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
January 31, 2021 – Knights of Columbus Bowl-a-Thon
Springfield

The Knights of Columbus, Council #13681 from
Immaculate Conception in Springfield, hosted their
annual Charit y Golf Tournament on Monday,
September 21st . It benefited CCSOMO’s LifeHouse
program. COVID didn’t deter participation this year with
golf naturally being a socially-distanced sport. This was
the most successful tournament hosted to date raising

March 27, 2021 – Bishop’s Walk
Various locations across southern Missouri
NEW!! May 2021 – Roadkill & Rosé
Joplin
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I will never forget you - Isaiah 49:15

His “friend” introduced him to
meth that night. This act led to
a series of unfortunate events
which included a 30-day drug
binge and his wife leaving and
taking everything.
“And I do mean ever y thing,”
Jame s s ay s . “ She was so
disappointed in me and I don’t
blame her. Not only did she
leave, she made sure I didn’t have
a place to stay. She moved out
and told the landlord to rent to a
new family.” James was suddenly
homeless and his timing was
poor as the COVID pandemic had
begun to peak in April.
CCSOMO met James at Peaceful
Pines, a homeless veterans
shelter in Poplar Bluf f. He
landed there after sobering up
in a psychiatric ward. The staff
recommended James contact
CCSOMO about the Supportive
Services for Veteran Families
(SSVF) program, which had
just received additional COVID
reponse funds for veterans from
the Congressional CARES Act.
James made the call and was
introduced to Case Manager
Jemmalee Anderson.
With funds available to help
James but time running out,
Jemmalee set out to find him
housing since the shelter only
allowed a six-week stay.
Together, she and James began

james, a veteran, lost it all.
CCSOMO helped him get his life back

to search for a suitable home and
a landlord who would accept his
Veterans Administration housing
voucher – a lifetime allowance
for monthly rent. The challenge
they faced was a low supply of
affordable housing but their
persistence paid off! CCSOMO’s
relationships with landlords
willing to rent to CCSOMO clients
led to James finding a permanent
home. All he needed was furniture
and dishes, which Jemmalee was
also able to get.
James is now living in stable
housing and has been working to

re-establish the good life he once
had. To his credit, he has secured
employment as a housekeeper
at the Veterans Administration.
The achievement he loves most
however is reconnecting with the
person he loves most, his wife.
They are working on getting back
together.
Jemmalee is happy for him. His
case is a cautionary tale. “What
happened to James could happen
to anyone,” she says, “All it takes is
one mistake for a life to crumble.”

Case Manager Jemmalee Anderson worked with area landlords to find James permanent housing and furnishings.
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